Hormone receptors and enzymatic activities in human endometrial adenocarcinoma.
The hormone sensitivity of endometrial carcinoma is related to the presence of steroid hormone receptors. The determination of progesterone receptors has been proposed in order to predict clinical prognosis and to aid treatment selection. The integrity of the hormone receptor system and postreceptoral events in tumors is essential to endocrine therapy response. Nevertheless, although hormone receptors are present in a large number of endometrial carcinomas, only 30% of cases respond to hormone therapy. In some neoplasms the receptors can be present, but not functioning, or else neoplastic transformation could have induced alterations in processes after hormone-receptor interaction.